Top of Form

Bottom of Form





In Search of the Bonhomme Richard 

Top of Form

[image: image1.wmf]

In Search of the B



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image2.wmf]

By JOE WOJTAS



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image3.wmf]

http://www.nytim



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image4.wmf]

default



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image5.wmf]

NOV 11 2006



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image6.wmf]

The New York Tim



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image7.wmf]

nytimes.com


Bottom of Form

By JOE WOJTAS

Published: November 11, 2006

Groton, Conn.

THE Ocean Technology Foundation of Groton, a nonprofit marine research and education organization based at the University of Connecticut at Avery Point, announced last week that it might have found the wreck of the Bonhomme Richard, the ship from which the Revolutionary War hero John Paul Jones famously declared, “I have not yet begun to fight!” — spurring his crew to victory over H.M.S. Serapis in 1779. His ship drifted for 36 hours before it sank. 

During an expedition to the North Sea off England’s northeast coast this past summer, foundation members found five previously unknown wreck sites, one of which, they said, might be the resting place of Jones’s ship. One site contains a large amount of iron ballast, which the Bonhomme Richard was carrying. 

Using eyewitness accounts of the battle, the ship’s log, court testimony at the time, damage assessments and information about the wind, weather and tide, and employing computer models used by the Coast Guard to find lost ships, the foundation members were able to narrow the search parameters to an area off Flamborough Head.

If the foundation can raise the $250,000 needed to continue the search, members will return to the North Sea next summer and use remotely operated underwater vehicles and more sensitive sonar equipment to obtain better images of the wrecks, much of which lie buried in the sand. Divers would then descend about 175 feet to the ocean bottom to look for artifacts.

Melissa Ryan, the project manager for the foundation, said it hoped to then build a circumstantial case that one of the wrecks is the Bonhomme Richard by matching markings on items like cannons, knives and drinking tankards to the extensive information it has gathered about the ship, including the names of all 300 men on board. 

“I feel we have a pretty good shot at finding it,” Ms. Ryan said. “There’s one wreck down there we like a lot.”
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